Specialty tree trimmers use their conscience
By Edy Cassell

T

he sound of chainsaws and the
smell of two-stroke engines fill
the air, but what is most striking
about visiting the Leaf it to Me crew
is the vision of men in trees, moving
around with an ease that defies the
terrestrial reality that grounds most
of us mere mortals. Originally established in 1998 by Kara Acton and
joined shortly thereafter by husband
Aero Acton, Leaf it to Me has grown
into one of the most versatile tree care
businesses around.
With a strong background from UC
Davis in horticulture, arboriculture
and urban forestry, Kara and Aero
have grown Leaf it to Me into a thriving business with a consciousness that
goes beyond just cutting trees.
“We don’t mow grass and we don’t
do logging, but we do everything in
the middle,” Aero Acton said.
All one needs to do is peruse their
brochure to see that the “middle”
includes everything from tree care
(maintenance pruning, crown reduc-

Leaf It To Me certified arborists from left, Zeno Acton, Alex Samans, Aero Action and
office manager Kara Acton.
tion, etc.), fire safe vegetation manage- trees around? What can be done to imment and root-care services (root-zone prove the long-term health of the tree
restorations, root-safe trenching, etc.) and the entire ecosystem? They try to
to consulting and garden design. Leaf work with the seasons. For instance,
it to Me will also do all of your spe- pruning oak and other broad-leafed
cialty pruning, be it fruit trees, hedges trees in the summer minimizes bleedor roses, they will design and install ing and maximizes healing, and alyour irrigation systems, and on-site lows them to see and assess the vigor
evaluations and consultations. They of the branches as opposed to whether
will even rescue your cat from a tree.
it is just living or dead. Pruning pines
The folks at Leaf it to Me operate in the winter helps decrease the pofrom a holistic philosophy of integrat- tential for bark beetle infestation and
ed tree and plant health care. What other avenues for disease.
impacts will their work have on other
Leaf it to Me has a permanent crew
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TREE CARE
Root Collar Inspections
Root Zone Restoration
Trenching

SHOOTS
• Pruning Crown Cleaning
Crown Raising
Crown Restoration
Vista Pruning

Chad Jones
Jared Holt
ACPA Certified

Bobby Jones

Spurless Climbing
Specialists

CONCRETE WORK

For all concrete & concrete pumping needs
Call: 530-913-4645 for dispatch

Phone

to

• Tree Preservation
• Fire-Safe Forest Restoration
• Arborist Consultations
We follow American National Standards Institute (ANSI)
Safety, Pruning and Cabling Standards!

State Compensation
Liability Insured

Big/Small Jobs Welcome:
• Foundations • Patios
• Slabs • Dog runs
• Sidewalks • Shotcrete

Leaf It To Me, Inc.

ROOTS
• Root-Safe Air Excavation

• Hourly Rate: $95
• No Extra Fuel
Surcharge
• 3 Hour Minimum
• $3 / Yard

of three certified arborists, including
owner Aero Acton, his brother Zeno
Acton, and Alex Samans. Owner Kara
Acton manages the office and does
consultations. They strictly adhere
to national and international safety
standards and work with the latest
technology and state of the art equipment. Their remote control track chipper can get into places where most
chipper shredder rigs can’t go, and
by running on tracks instead of tires
the compaction on the ground is significantly less. They are also the only
arborists in the county to provide airspade service, a tool which excavates
by blowing air at high pressures, allowing them to work around delicate
root systems without cutting and
harming roots. This is especially useful for installing irrigation, aerating
compacted root systems, or excavating around old foundations in need
of repair.
The folks at Leaf It To Me can be
reached at (530) 477-9822 or you
can check them out on the web at
www.leafittome.com.
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